
 

Weekly Devotional 

Friends, 

Frank Wade, an Episcopal priest and professor of preaching, encourages pastors to be as 

creative as possible in imagining the characters that we don't get to hear from in the Bible. For 

instance, he asks, what if there was another teenage girl in a different village that didn't say 

"yes" like Mary did when we God asked her to give birth to the Christ-child?   

Or, what if there was another man that Jesus asked to be his disciple, but unlike Peter, 

Matthew, Andrew, and the others, decided he didn't want to be a disciple? Perhaps he heard 

Jesus' call that "I will make you fishers of men" and kept his day job instead. What would he 

have felt like when Jesus became popular? Would he confess to his friends that he could have 

been a disciple but had chickened out? Or would he have tried to join up with Jesus and his 

disciples later?  

You might note that a few months ago, I looked at the story of Joseph and the Technicolored 

Coat from this perspective, asking how his brothers that we don't hear from might have felt 

when they grew up with a brother who they knew was their father's favorite. 

It's fun to think of some of the possibilities that arise when we think creatively about these 

stories. There are no doubt many people that were present for many events in the Bible, and 

yet they, or their reactions, did not make it into the pages of scripture. But sometimes it's 

helpful to think of what role they might have played in the story. 

If we really believe the Bible is the living word of God, we must always look at scripture, every 

time we read it, with fresh eyes, exploring possibilities and ways of understanding that we may 

have missed before but God wants to reveal to us now. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jordan 


